HARVEYS LAKE BOROUGH

LUZERNE COUNTY

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

February 17, 2009
The Regular Meeting of the Harveys Lake Borough Council was held on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. at the Harveys Lake General Municipal Building, Route 415, Sunset, Harveys Lake, PA.

Council President Lucarino called the meeting to order and asked everyone to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance.

President Lucarino announced the meeting tonight was being tape-recorded and if anyone in the audience had a recorder to please advise Council at this point.  There was no response from the audience.

Roll call:  

Richard Boice 


Mayor



Present

Lawrence Lucarino 

President


Present

Diane Dwyer


Vice President 

Present

Edward Kelly 


Council Member

Present

Clarence Hogan 

Council Member

Present
Charles Musial

Council Member

Absent
Carole Samson

Council Member

Absent
Betty Jane West

Council Member

Present  

Charles McCormick

Attorney


Present
Susan R. Sutton

Borough Secretary

Present

**Indicates motions made.

**Councilman Kelly made the motion to waive the reading of the minutes and accept the Minutes of the January 20, 2009 Public Works Session and the January 20, 2009 Regular Council meeting seconded by Councilwoman Dwyer.  The motion carried unanimously.

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE
The dates have been set for the Spring Dump Day on Saturday, May 9, 2009.  The dates were also set up for the Senior Citizen Pick up days.  They will be held on May 11-15 and May 18-22, 2009.

Webmaster Statistics

Last month we had a total of 637 visits to our webpage, and 95 of them were unique visitors.

OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
Michelle Boice talked on behalf of many of the citizens of Harveys Lake Borough regarding reassessment.  She told stories and expressed extreme dismay with the process down at the courthouse.  She feels that the entire process is nothing but a Boondoggle.  There is no fairness.  When asked by the county to be patient, they were. But nothing has been done.  Residents are going to lose their homes.  There is no uniformity, there is no fairness.  Residents are being verbally abused at their hearings.

Mrs. Boice asked if there is ANYTHING that council can do to help?
Councilman Lucarino stated that when he went for his hearing for a property he owns in Hanover twp, he felt that the people who were hearing his request made derogatory remarks regarding the residents at the lake.

Catherine Link, read an email that she wrote to Atty. Schweiger at the county after she was given her hearing over the phone.

Walter Cepukaitis expressed his dismay at how he was treated at his hearing. He was verbally abused and felt threatened to sign the assessment. No consideration was given to any of the information he had collected.

James Nelligan read the 13 reasons on the assessment appeal request form that could be used as why a hearing is being requested.  He stated that he felt all 13 reasons given applied to his situation. He also asked council if there was anything that could be done?
Santo Agati asked council whether there is a possibility that a petition could be circulated and council could endorse it.

Jamie Gaydos told council that he had contacted the ACLU early on in the reassessment, but at the time they didn’t feel that anyone’s civil rights were being violated.  He felt that after hearing all of these stories, that might no longer be the case.  He asked anyone who had felt that their rights had been violated to contact him and he would see if it would be helpful to contact the ACLU again.

Diane Dwyer expressed her concerns over the unfairness of the reassessment.

Erin Nasco stated that she was looking into the possibility of not paying her county tax.  She checked with the county and was told that she would have to wait until it went down to the county at the end of the year for non-payment and then they could set you up on a payment plan.
Ed Kelly asked what would happen if the residents did not pay their county taxes.  Solicitor McCormick stated that we have an antiquated tax system that does not allow our Tax collector to take partial payments.  He stated that at the residents own risk, they could wait like Mrs. Nasco stated and pay the county directly after the end of the year. He said there are a lot of options, but they all come with consequences.  Each resident should research thoroughly before making any decisions about withholding payment from the county.

Attorney McCormick stated that he would write a letter to attach to a petition and hand deliver it to the President Judge at the County.  

Mrs. Boice stated that she would have a meeting with the Borough Secretary to get a petition written and signatures collected and dropped off to Attorney McCormick.
REPORTS FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES
The Tax Collector’s report is available on the back table. 

The Borough Secretary reported that during the month of January $18,351.70 was received from Berkheimer.

REPORTS FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Finance:  Councilman Kelly gave the financial report including: there is $351,953.06 in available cash, $153,257.48 in restricted cash, for a total of $469,210.54.
Police:  Councilwoman West gave the following report including The Police worked a total of 651 hours with total miles driven of 3,750.  The 124 police calls included 1 parking ticket, 3 traffic citations, 0 non-traffic citations, 3 arrests and 3 written warnings, 26 EMS assisits, 7 accidents, and 9 Assists to other PD.    
Councilwoman West stated that the miles driven are approximate. The miles were not being entered consistently on the Officers Daily Report. As of 1st shift on 11-Jan-09, a revised version of the Officers Daily Report was put into place, with a memorandum to all Officers on 12- Jan-09 outlining everything that is required to be on the Officers Daily Report. Some Officers still are not filling out all information on the report as required. 

Notification was received from MPOETC for Officer re-certification, that outlined what Mandatory In-Service Training had been missed for the previous two years. Lackawanna College also sent notification of the 2009 Mandatory In-Service Training schedule. Officers are currently being scheduled to attend make-up courses for the training that they missed and are being scheduled for 2009 training. 
Roads:  Councilwoman Dwyer gave her report including, plowing and salting the roads.  Vehicle maintenance and equipments checks were done along with regular road maintenance.  Dave Rineheimer will be coming out in the Spring to look at the road near Pole 23 to determine if anything needs to be corrected.
Zoning Hearing Board Report:  Councilman Hogan reported that there was $600 in contractor’s licenses sold, $500 dollars in variance hearing request fees, and $409.50 from Pasonick UCC third party fees for a total of $1509.50 collected in January. 
EAC:  Councilman Kelly asked if Jason Boice, the EAC chairman had any report.  He  reported that last month a Lake Level monitor was installed that will help them monitor the level of the lake.
Sewer Authority Liaison:  Councilman Musial was absent, so there was no report.
**Councilwoman Dwyer made the motion to accept the reports from Special Committees, Elected Officials and Appointed Officials, seconded by Councilman Hogan.  The motion carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS

**Councilwoman West made a motion hire Thomas Nalbone as a part-time police officer for holidays, weekends, and call-offs at $13.25 per hour, seconded by Councilwoman Dwyer.  The motion carried unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS

President Lucarino asked if anyone had any old business they wished to discuss. There was no response.
**Councilman Kelly made a motion to pay the bills and Payroll in the amount of $72,657.03 seconded by Councilwoman West.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Councilman Lucarino asked if anyone had anything else to add to the meeting. 

**Councilwoman Dwyer made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hogan.  The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by
Susan R. Sutton, Borough Secretary
